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Protesters run from stun grenade thrown by Israeli police outside Lion’s Gate of Jerusalem’s Old City

Tensions over access to Jerusalem holy 
sites likely to fuel further localised unrest

North Korean weapons 
tests to intensify 
regional tensions 
 
US media reports on 20 July cited satellite 
imagery that may show North Korean 
preparations for intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) and submarine-launched 
ballistic missile (SLBM) tests. Such tests 
may be a reaction to UN sanctions that are 
still being debated following North Korea’s 4 
July ICBM test. Pyongyang has threatened 
‘corresponding measures’ if the UN passes 
a resolution. A 21 July deadline for a South 
Korean offer of military-level talks with the 
North passed without response.

North Korea’s position is clear and makes 
further weapons tests likely in the coming 
months. These could be very significant 
– an indisputable ICBM test or a sixth 
nuclear test – which would risk escalating 
tensions but without triggering direct 
military retaliation. North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-un believes he can force de facto 
acceptance of North Korea as a nuclear 
state, and will pursue this course even if it 
means a long period of economic strain. 

Washington’s frustration over North Korea 
is palpable, but resulting escalation will 
almost certainly involve yet more economic 
measures, not preventive military action 
or high-level talks. The 4 July test added 
to a sense of urgency on the issue, and to 
US exasperation with China and Russia’s 
stances on sanctions. The US has long 
deemed financial restrictions on major 
Chinese companies over North Korea too 
provocative, but they are increasingly likely 
amid strained US-China ties.
 
North Korean food prices are rising due to 
severe drought, but this is highly unlikely to 
alter its leadership’s behaviour. A food crisis 
and further sanctions-induced economic 
strain could be politically awkward for Kim, 
but his regime will blame such problems on 
US hostility and has survived extreme food 
and economic crises before. 
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At least 22 Palestinians were reportedly injured on 20 July during clashes with Israeli police 
in Jerusalem. Protests have been taking place since 14 July, when Israel temporarily barred 
access to the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif complex after Palestinian militants shot dead 
two Israeli police officers. Palestinian leaders called for worshippers to boycott the complex 
and protest in the surrounding streets after Israel set up metal detectors at its entrances.

The complex, which Jews refer to as Temple Mount and which Arabs refer to as Haram 
al-Sharif (‘Noble Sanctuary’), was the site of the second Jewish temple. Only the Western 
Wall remains of the temple. This wall is now the holiest site in Judaism. The complex also 
contains the Dome of the Rock, which Muslims believe marks the site where the Prophet 
Muhammad ascended into heaven. This site is the third holiest in Islam, after Mecca and 
Medina in Saudi Arabia.

The developments underline continued sensitivities over Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif 
and their potential to trigger unrest. Many Palestinians resent what they feel are attempts 
by Israel to exert greater control over the complex. Jordan currently exercises authority over 
the site and allows non-Muslims to visit but not to worship there. Many Palestinians believe 
the Israeli authorities tacitly support ultra-Orthodox Jewish groups that wish to change the 
status quo.

Although the growing tensions will result in increasing unrest over the coming weeks, 
they are unlikely to presage a third uprising or intifada. Israel has already made a partial 
climbdown by agreeing to only use the metal detectors selectively on suspected militants. 
Nevertheless, Palestinian leaders will be likely to use the issue to fuel popular resentment 
of Israel, which may well result in an increasing number of ‘lone wolf’ militant attacks.

Foreign nationals in Israel and the Palestinian Territories will face increased security threats 
over the coming weeks, though these will be predominantly indirect. The Israeli security 
forces will be the principal targets of violent unrest and of militant attacks perpetrated by 
Palestinians or Israeli Arabs.  
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Worldwide incidents 
 NORTH AMERICA
US: The US Transportation Security Administration on 2 July 
started lifting a prohibition on transporting large electronic devices 
in the cabins of flights operating from selected airports in the Middle 
East to the US. The US Department of Homeland Security on 28 
June issued guidance regarding requirements for enhanced airport 
security and screening of passengers and electronic devices for all 
commercial flights to the US, affecting approximately 180 airlines 
operating from 280 airports in 105 countries. 
 

EUROPE
Georgia: Dozens of supporters of the nationalist group March of 
Georgians on 23 July threw plastic bottles, eggs and brooms at a 
protest march organised by the opposition European Georgia party 
in the centre of the capital Tbilisi. European Georgia organised the 
march as a counter-event to a rally held by March of Georgians on 
14 July, in which March of Georgians called for tighter immigration 
rules and restrictions on Muslims owning certain businesses.

Ukraine: Military spokesman Col Andriy Lysenko on 20 July 
announced that in the previous 24 hours eight soldiers had been 
killed and ten had been injured in fighting in eastern Ukraine. 
This marked the highest number of military fatalities in the country 
in a single day since January. 
  

ASIA
Afghanistan: A suicide bombing attack on 24 July killed 24 
people and injured 40 in the west of the capital Kabul. Many of the 
victims were employees of the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum. 
The Taliban has claimed responsibility for the attack, though the 
authorities have not verified the group’s claims.

Philippines: President Rodrigo Duterte on 20 July stated that he 
had ordered a suspension of dialogue with National Democratic 
Front (NDF) and Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) 
representatives following a spate of communist insurgent attacks 
by the New People’s Army (NPA – the NDF and CPP’s armed 
wing). In one notable incident, around 100 NPA rebels manning an 
illegal checkpoint on 20 July opened fire on a convoy of Duterte’s 
presidential security group, injuring five people. 

SOUTH AMERICA
Bolivia: A protester was killed and a police officer sustained injuries 
on 18 July following clashes between police and coca farmers in 
the town of Colomi (Santa Cruz department). Three people were 
arrested. Farmers are protesting to pressure the government to 
include 700 hectares of coca grown in Santa Cruz in the allowed 
quota under the Coca Law, which is currently being drafted.  

Colombia: Four dissident members of the leftist guerrilla 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) on 18 July were 
detained by the security forces in Cartagena del Chaira (Caqueta 
department). Arms, ammunition and documents pertaining to 
dissident FARC activity were also seized during the operation. 

AFRICA
Côte d’Ivoire: Gunmen late on 19 July attacked and stole weapons 
from bases belonging to the elite Centre of Coordination for 
Operational Decisions in Abidjan. President Alassane Ouattara 
earlier in the day had reshuffled his government, moving interior 
minister Hamed Bakayoko to the post of defence minister. 
 
Nigeria: Acting President Yemi Osinbajo on 19 July said that the 
government would deploy additional security personnel to contain 
violence in Kaduna state. The announcement came days after 
ethnic-Fulani Muslim nomadic herdsmen clashed with villagers in 
Kajuru local government area in the south of the state, resulting in 
the deaths of 32 people. 

MIDDLE EAST
Jordan: A Jordanian on 23 July attacked an Israeli guard at Israel’s 
embassy in Amman. The guard, who was injured in the incident, 
killed the perpetrator as well as a bystander.  

Syria: Clashes broke out on 18 July in Syria’s north-western 
governorate of Idlib between rebel coalition Harakat Tahrir al-Sham, 
which includes the al-Qaida-aligned Jabhat Fatah al-Sham, and 
another opposition group, Ahrar al-Sham. Clashes involving the US-
backed Syrian Democratic Forces and Turkish-backed rebel groups 
occurred the previous day in the northern governorate of Aleppo.

Yemen: Al-Qaida in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) on 17 July 
used a car bomb to target local security forces in the Rudum 
district (Shabwa province). On the same day, the group targeted a 
checkpoint in the province’s Arma district.
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